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Seamless Addition

he .‘il.‘lll:'h' F!l!._lilih Arts and Cralts stone house, set on |‘]1i|!1(1;*|phi.1'li exclusive Main Line, is a

real memory keeper. Built in the early 19005, it was a testament to taste and time: [t had been

1.||11|.1.|]'. untouched since its last stone was set in i1-|:|-;'f: The current owners — a -muph whao are

parents to a pair — and the three-story house share a long history: After watching their children
mark their milestones in the Haverlord, PA, ]11:::14.' and grivw ald '.I::II:.I'I.ELJ'I. o leave, 'L|1r.-1. decided that it
was time to oreate new memories in this, their primary re sidence, To do sa, they commissioned Peter
Zimmerman Architects of Berw Vi, PA, to Carry oul a renovation and 1|4.'=.-|L.IL an :|.L|l:1|I:LLII'| that would refer-
ence the past w hile staying in touch with the ]rrt sent mores of the suburban m*lg‘hhm hood. “The systems in
the house were at the u.ml of their useful life,” savs architect Peter H, Zimmerman, AlA, pre sident of the
firm that bears his name, “So it was time to make it more livable 11-". n1.1lr.||1u it fit their |I.h."-'|.'|.]1.'

The clients, who also own a thnglq*-utul-. summer home on Cape Cod, envisioned an ::I:p..nuiw.l space
that created a natural flow between indoor and outdoor spaces so there would be more natural light and
hetter views of the g {q.'tnh ns, which had matured IhmuLh their decades of stew .1r:|1]1|p The 'y also wanted
more family living space inside, including a new kitchen with 21st-century func tionality an« ~.1'.!r. an addi-
tional bathroom on the sceond Noor where the hnuh bedrooms are and a more decided formal entrance
and dedicated family CTHrY. ."'I.E[hmll_h it's not-a historic structure and there are no strictures that govern
ex1erior -;'lw.ugi"- Savs .:"lr:'lnn.-rlu.m “the clients loved the I'-;.l.-linL ol the old house and didin't want to lose
it. Owr firm has a tradition of m.'ann seamless additions, and we focus on the house as a whole, inc |u:i111.n
the site and the landscaping in our phlu

Peter Zimmerman Architects of Berwyn, PA, renovated and crcated an addition for this ca. 190 English Ariz and Crafis house on Philadelphia’s Main Line, On
the back side of the house, which is dominated by the existing swimming pool, the new conservalory was placed on the end instead of the conter Lo Tree that
space For a terraced garden that can be entered via the dining room, Al phos; Tom Crane Photegraphy
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The new conservatory, which leoks like a glassed-in greenhouse, blurs the
limes between indoor and outdoor EHACLE,

Zimmerman, wmi-;iug with project architect, Bill Johnson, and
architect in charge of construction, Tim Lucci, came up with a plan that
not only preserved the eriginal character of the 5,000-5q.0t, house but
also expanded its footprint by 1,500 sq. . that looked as though they
had a]wuw been there. The two- year project was overseen |1'. Corso
Brothers Er:ur:-irurllnn Corp. of Che Ty Hill, N], and Mary ][a.hllnﬂ-.
Interiors of Berw Vi, PA, wasin ¢ |I-|]I‘LL' of the interior decoration.

The firm has a 30-vear history in traditional residential projects
mostly in the I’hli.u]v]phl'n region, yvel Zimmerman says the addi-
tion was a -;]1..1!]1*:1"-. because the hI:JLl‘-l. which is pe r[:u':nﬂu ular to
the street, is on a very deep and mrn:-'n twio-acre site, “You see the
whole side of the house from the stree t,” he 5ays. “And the drive goes
in a ﬂ.lr'ught line :L|{:ng the house to the garage, which also was visible,
There was no sense of arrival.”

To clear the front facade for the renovation, the kitchen, i'.n:ni]';
entrance and garage were torn down and placed in a new, u]:| =-1'..]4.
addition on the end of the house, The :|I'|u:1.'~a'. Was l:'ﬂ::[1n|1.:| 1o the
hack and the service area, which includes the two-car garage, was
placed around the corner, where it i= out of view, "It was a tight site
to accommuodate all of these clements,” Zimmerman savs,

The driveway was rerouted to the end of the house to connect toa newly A secondary entrance, which leads from the new service court to the family
constructed, virtually invisible service area enclosed by a wrought-iron living room, is defined by a stone arch and high-pitched roof,
fence, Tt includes the two- -Car garage.
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The most notable feature Zimmerman added to the fagade is the
new Iront entrance and formal I.r:L|1-|1. Country-sty le nuurl".'ard
-".flilmuﬂh the entry space was not muu:| stone walls with piers anc
Lwis I]anknn__ stairs were added, giving the arca an understated promi-

nenee, An ele nT.m!I'L hu:uzpmn COPPCr Canopy that matches those of

the back bay windows reminds all who enter that this is a house that
cherishes cach ste p i its |'I.I‘|'|.l:'|-|"|-

"We placed a fountain in the courtvard to provide sound,”
Limmerman says. "It is meant to be reminiscent of a horse lrm:gh 1
evioke the e |:mg::-| the turn of the century when horses and car riages
would have been used at the house, It also serves to remove the "'-|M.L v
from the outside world,™

To the rear, it was the large swim-
ming Tl-mrl that pn-:iﬂm-d the great-
est challenge, “There wasn't a design
feature that unified the living area,”
Zimmerman SAYS, What existed was
a “so-called” conservatory in the cen-
ter of the fagade that was little more
than a sereened-in |:t|:|'-:']1- The owners
fiked the idea of having an indoor/
outdoor space, so Zimmerman cre
ated a new greenhouse-style plassed-in
g.mnlu.n room and sited it |H-.I Ihu.- L-rly
of the pm:i. Thiz allowed us to make
an. appropriate g.‘.r:it*u terrace  space
between the newly revealed French
tloors of the dining room and pool,” he
says. A dramatic .:rn.hui family entrance
was added in the back.

And in keeping with the tradition of
whitewashing, which would have been
popular at the time the house was built,
the stone walls were IJ.!!iHIJ.'I:J white — as
the owners had been -.lnin_l_g for YECars,

Zimmerman says that the lush lanid-
scaping, which was li:':-i!lljlu'd 11:-.' Charles
Hess Landscape Architects of Landsale,
IPA, made the addition appear to tran-
socnd time, “There's .*inl'l‘|1."!|‘|j]1:_1 WOHI-
derful about hay ing stone w alls covered
h:. ].'Lnﬂ:-.:'.q:illg." he says, "It adds to the
age and authenticity and lends it a won-
derful :11.:.'51v.=r_~.'."'
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Stone walls with picrs and two Manking stairs mark
the new lroni entrance, whose swooping copper
canopy references those of the back bay windows,
Wiroughi-iron brackets and stair railz add light 1o the
lighi LT ER AN ammdld diflerent jras illbll imaterials mark i1
distinct boundaries,

The redesign made the first-Hloor kitchen, the
librarv/study and conservatory the heart of the
!umw whic h is what the L|Il.nl:- |HHLL1|- for. “The
owners entertain a lot,” Zimmerman savs, “And
thiz three-room sprace is |'.u'|'1'4:q't for I::1|'1j-e=.-i lrom
the |||:r.1r\ .-"r.[urh which is in the center, you step
up to Frc n-.|1 poe ket doors that lead o 1]1; COMSET -
vatory. Un the other side, an identical set of doors
leads 1o the kitchen. Every ‘h’“J‘-.. Hows together, Tt
is an clegant yet infor mal series of spaces to live
in no matter the time of day or the tme of vear,
[h::-". all work t-r:frU_h-. r, ."|.|1.d the owners wse the
rooms all year round |.|H.':| cat in the conserva-
tory in the warm months and relax in the study in
the winter.”

The lack of interior architectural elements provided the Zimmerman
team with a blank slate "that allowed us to tie the entire house togeth
er from a formal point of view o h1.' ~ir.'a||:1u up the architecture in the
public rooms aml 8L .1||n:,_| it down in the morve informal spaces. Thus,
the |J1:a1':' room's colfered -I.L'I[II'IL CTow !nnhluu_h anil ||Tl..|:|.1u'
mantel set the stage for the library/study’s antique wormy chestnun

paneling. “If we :||I|I1 t raise the architectural level in the ]mn; reMn,

Limmerman says, “we coutldn't have used such a treatment in the
study. It would have been too much.”

The work done on the Main Line house rellects the Zdimmerman
firm’s a.l;'n-.iuﬁ |1-|1|'!w-:n]1|11.- which is de *pla I'-:|-|:|1|._‘1.| in the Classical

l.l."l.ll.ll“ KL, rL'L.H dlt"‘n‘- EJj are I1I1'i. L'|.'I.IF.1| "11.\ It‘ Eve F". '|Jl."|.i|'i.'-|. Lowe E]H s

Mae Bamily study Aibrary, which iz pancled in antique wormy chestout, forms the heart of the Tamily living
spaces French pocket doors on cach side of the fireplace connect it e the conservatory and to the kitchen.
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Abave: The CONSErvalory, w hich i= on
one end of the back of the house, leads
Loy the swimming pool. Glass transoms
sver the doors increase the natural
light. The furmishings are by Mary
Hastings Interior of Berwyn, PA.

Right: The living room, which originally
had no millwaork, features a new collered
ceiling, crown moldings, door casings
andl a lireplace mantel, The new fooring
is black walnut parguict. These archi-
tectural clements show, in a very visible
way, that it is the most formal space of
the homse, Mary Hastings Interiors, also
of Berwym, decorated the space,

In sV with the historic traditions
of architecture: Classical proportien
and scale, the balance of shadow
and light and the importance of the
sustainable re |;|.|:u:.|1n.h||;| between 1!1-
interior and exterior environments,”
he savs, “The largest gesture down to
the smallest element in our :Jt“-:lL_nh
becomes an expression of the bal-
ance and hurrnunf between the com- A
pression anil expansion of space, the '
:i|1|:4.'1'|.'l|.1:~' I]l-]ig]'ll and shadow and the rules and scale I.:Il-lfll'ﬂlﬁUI"lil..lll-r‘
Supplicrs for the project included Marvin Windows and Doors
of Warroad, MN; Bevelo Gas & Electric Lights of New Orleans,

LA: Ball & Ball Hardware of Exton, IPA; and MarbleCralters; Inc, of

Marcus Hook, PA.
Great houses don’t forget their past, and Zimmerman hopes that
when prople see this one they remember what it was, and what it has

" he e *Thev are not rosen in

|1l..'-|."|.iltI'H.'.

“*Houses are a living i1i:-1ur1.
tme. We'd like |h~npi-: who see it to sav, 1 ook, the -y did some work,

but it references memory,™” Nancy A. Rm'll'rrlg

WEB EXTRAS: For additional ;:-F'--::tcls and other content, see

the web version of this article by visiting “The Magazine”' on Penod
Home's home page — www.penod-homes.com.
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