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New Design & Construction Less Than 5,000 Square Feet
A Log Cabin in the Wyoming Woods
PETER ZIMMERMAN ARCHITECTS, BERWYN, PENNSYLVANIA

H

ouses are meant to grow
with the families who live
in them and give them life.
New members mean new
additions. But how do you design a traditional-style house that expands and contracts time after time without so much as
changing its footprint?
Peter Zimmerman, AIA, NCARB,
created a little cabin in the woods that
works just as well when there’s a full
house—the owners have three grown
children—as it does when only the couple are in residence.
The house, set on 10 acres of woods
close to the Snake River and Fish Creek
in Jackson, Wyoming, was inspired by
the architecture of the great outdoors.
“When I toured the property, which had
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never had a house on it, I felt like I was
on the site of an old homesteader’s,”
Zimmerman says. “The rest of the houses
in the area are log cabins. They are big in
scale, but the owners wanted something
more intimate.”
Their ideas were in sync with conservation easement restrictions that limited
the size of the cabin to 4,000 square feet
and 25 feet in height. Made of small logs
salvaged from old barns plus reclaimed
lodge-pole pines, the cabin is sited to
take in the views of Jackson Hole and
the Grand Teton. The top of its charming
stone chimney is crenelated to mimic the
mountain peaks in the landscape.
Zimmerman re-routed a stream so it
passes closer to the home. “If the house
had belonged to an old homesteader, it

would have been built near water,” he says.
“We padded the bottom with rocks and
added little waterfalls so you can hear it
babbling when you’re inside.”
The house, which has the feeling of a
one-story structure, gets its second-floor
footing from dormers.The owners live on
the first floor, which contains the master
bedroom suite, sitting room, living room,
family dining area, kitchen and a den/
study. The second floor houses three bedrooms and a bunk room for their children
and significant others.
“The site slopes in front,” Zimmerman
says. “We didn’t want it to look as though
we leveled the ground, so we sculpted it
into the landscape.”
– Nancy Ruhling
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Peace Design
(Bill Peace and Hillary
Mancini), Atlanta, Georgia,
www.peacedesign.com

INTERIOR DESIGNER:

www.period-homes.com

PHOTOS BY AUDREY HALL

2018 PALLADIO AWARDS

www.period-homes.com

CLEM LABINE’S PERIOD HOMES JULY 2018 15

2018 PALLADIO AWARDS

16 JULY 2018 CLEM LABINE’S PERIOD HOMES

www.period-homes.com

2018 PALLADIO AWARDS

www.period-homes.com

Copyright © 2018 Cruz Bay Publishing, Inc., Boulder, CO. This publication may not be
reproduced, either in whole or part, in any form without written permission from the publisher.

CLEM LABINE’S PERIOD HOMES JULY 2018 17

